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1. Introduction

This document provides a full set of information regarding the Open Call for Future of Food of the
BioeconomyVentures project (www.bioeconomyventures.eu/).

R:?u’ Bio-based Industries ng:;;:g:mwm Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 5
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2. General Overview

BioeconomyVentures is an H2020 funded project (Grant Agreement 101023260) with the
ambition to create a holistic support framework for leveraging the bioeconomy entrepreneurial
ecosystem through the creation of a pan-European community, with the mission to ignite strategic
collaboration among start-ups, spin-offs, investors, and corporates and provide an ease access
to finance in favour of sustainable development.

BioeconomyVentures will organise three rounds of Open Calls (OC) for Innovators for identifying
cutting-edge innovative solutions from across Europe under the framework of Bioeconomy in the
following domains:

1. Future of Food
2. Future of Chemicals

3. Future of Industrial Circularity

Future of Food

= Agriculture

(Alternative proteins)
= Aquaculture, Fishing & Algae
= Food, Feed and Ingredients
= Hemp and Cannabis

Future of Chemicals

= Platform and Spedcialty Bio-
based Chemicals

= Bio-based Plastics and
Materials

= Bio-based Paints & Industrial
Coatings

= Bio-based Fragrances,
Cosmetics and Personal &
Home Care

Future of Industrial
Circularity

= Forestry, Pulp and Paper

= Bioenergy & Biofuels

» Wood & Furnitures, Building
materials & constructions

» Bio-based Textiles and
wearing apparel

» Food and Feed from side
and waste streams

= Waste Processing &
Up/Recycling

Figure 1: BV Open Calls domains.

These OCs will select SMEs, Start-Ups, Spin-offs, or entrepreneurs (as legal persons fulfilling
H2020 SME definition) or natural persons (individuals) that propose a convincing innovative
product or solution directly addressing one of the challenges previously defined by Corporates or
outlining the market challenges within one of the verticals within the Open Call domain.

With this in mind, the BioeconomyVentures aims to support around 65+ innovators in each open
call, covering the several product’s maturity stages (Lab, Pilot, Demonstration and Commercial).

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 6
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3. Future of Food Programme

BioeconomyVentures will set up an assessment and supporting framework aimed to assist
innovative bioeconomy start-ups and spin-offs to accelerate their development and to overcome
the hurdles they face in terms of access to finance, business skills and networking. With the
support of BioeconomyVentures Ambassadors, we aim to reach out to start-ups and spin-offs that
otherwise conventionally are not involved or aware about initiatives aimed at developing
bioeconomy innovations.

The BioeconomyVentures open call is the entry point for participating in the Future of Food
Programme. The program aims to support innovators and accelerate the innovators in the
bioeconomy market. At least 65 Innovators, addressing challenges in the domain of Bioeconomy
(see section 4), will be selected to participate in a 5-month dynamic programme focusing on
providing custom and unique learning and development pathways based on the needs
assessment and the maturity stage of the SME/start-up/individual.

= | TRAINING
M‘ 2 Tailored to product stage

8- 2 dprd MATCHMAKING
IST?.I.] > Corporates and Investors

Figure 2: Future of Food Programme.

The Future of Food Programme will encompass the following services and value adding services:

e Access to the first bioeconomy platform for networking, partnerships and investment
seeking,

e Business and Investment readiness training,

e Mentorship,

o Access to and ability to solve corporate challenges and explore long partnerships,
e Investor matchmaking,

e Value-adding reports and insights into bioeconomy,

Public Funding access webinar and support,

Access to events and workshops.

BRI, Qomo.based Industries “m‘“ Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 7
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Applications received from Innovators from different development stages, namely Lab, Pilot,
Demonstration and Commercial, will be accepted (see Figure 3).

The programme is customized for each innovator selected within the Future of Food open call,
adjusting the duration and contents of each component. For example, an innovator with a less
mature solution may have more training and some matchmaking with corporates, while an
innovator with a more mature and tested solution will have less and more specific training, and
more matchmaking with investors and exhibit the product at relevant events.

LAB STAGE PILOT STAGE DEMONSTRATION STAGE COMMERCIAL STAGE

* Tech validated in relevant environ. (TRL4->5) * Tech demonstrated in operational environ Tech proven in operational environ. (TRL 8-9)
e Customer discovery (MRL2->3) TRL(%U Go To Market Decision (MRL 7->9)

* Solution validated in realistic env. by relevant * Revalidate solution and model (MRL 4->6) "Actua\so\ut\on proven in relevant societal env.
stakeholders (SRL 3->5) * Refinement of the solution (SRL6->7) after launch on market (TRL 8->9)

* Find access to affordable

LR « Gain an overview on and knowledge of ne Find a solution for the lack of « Set up strategic, integrated industrial
E 24| infrastructure (in close proximity), relevant pilot infrastructure (in close 1i demonstration infrastructure to proof partnerships, negotiate agreements and
E fay: especially if not connected to a proximity) to validate (semi-)industrial commercial performance & provide formalise them
SRS universi i commercial-scale samples : . ;
2 w university or RTO production process i P « Negotiate less strategic, commercial
g E * Gain expertise on specific feedstock * Develop integrated process model of [ *Set up upstream and downstream service agreements
< i markets, incl. availability of local upstream & downstream operations and |1 operations and logistics & tackle related : . -
s ! N L. N I . L N * Scale operational value chain & logistics
i feedstocks connect with critical value chain actors i1 challenges (e.g. just-in-time, seasonality) . N
i : internationally
« Develop IP strategy & define Freedom to || * Assess product-market fit, i.e. i1+ Valid. cial ication of « Enhance social or public acceptance of
Operate to de-risk your technology - Investigate industrial icati al | cial-scale les with most the product/ technology to drive market
& required supply volumes important B2B or B2C end customers uptake

* Screen regulatory context for entry - Engage end-users/ industry to validate

BUSINESS READINESS

barriers AND leverage points to markets expected market demand il «Perform sustainability (ESG) analysis and }i ¢ Reiterate business readiness in light of
i
. Y €T 0 monetise benefits in your business case internationalisation/ foreign market
* Define product-solution fit, i.e. refocus « Perform anticipatory sustainability (ESG) U / g
) N . § access: e.g. IP, regulatory context, future
from R&D to problem you solve and how analysis and modelling i © Benchmark market price and build .
) o e enale markets, social acceptance, ...

* Acquire skills in business model design « Establish a sufficiently diverse and . ; alised staff (technical

P f trong team to execute on the business * Develop optimal commercialisation R ) el ettt
* Gain insights in how to capture the e v o operational, scientific or business)

model i1 strategy based on market validation

advantages of a circular business model " 3
exercises and benchmarking

« Develop financial literacy related to

i
A i * Gain insights in how to build pitch deck i < Recalibrate your financial plan and * Access (public) financial instruments,
. ) . i

2 funding and investment, and associated around actual investment criteria and 1! prospective capital structure to finance (which can be) geared towards
H

= implications for venture development covering investors’ risk hierarchies anticipated high capital expenditures, also i! internationalisation and market access

< [ ; S P '

g E Develop tailored “financial mix « Develop tailored network of investors 11 inview of the fact that from the public side

# no dedicated support for industrial-scale
(TRL 8-9) projects is available

roadmap’, also to back your financial plan i} 5n4 other financial service providers and

* Gain an overview of public funding at learn to navigate it

local and EU level « Set up relevant evaluation framework to

« Understand investment implications of prove sustainability/ circularity/ ESG
| _EU Green Deal and Bioeconomy Strategy performance i

FUNDING & INVESTMENT

Secure bank loan(s) or other private debt
Secure R&D driven public funding (grants, sometimes also public deb l pital
Secure pre-seed capital Secure seed investments and/or 1 . . . IPO/ Growth
investment and /or FEF alternative finance Secure series A investments Secure series B investments investment

Figure 3: BV Development Stages.

3.1. Future of Food Training

The BioeconomyVentures Business and Investment Readiness Programme (BVBIiR) developed
will be centralized within the BioeconomyVentures Platform and it will be focused on the real
needs of emerging ventures and on the mapping of available services to date, with the dual
objective of meeting the existing deficiencies, and at the same time, minimizing overlapping. The
programme will be conceived as a continuous evolution programme that will merge founding
partners ‘expertise and background with integrations with other relevant entities. These trainings
will target bioeconomy innovators that are seeking to grow or are already growing, and those that
are seeking to commercialize an innovative process or technology.

The Future of Food training programme covers two phases: ready for business and ready for
investment, as can be seen below:

R:?u’ Bio-based Industries n":;'w":“{gn .. Project- Grant Agreement n° 101023260 8
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Ready for Business - Pre-recorded webinars & e-learning courses
e Main circular bioeconomy concepts,
¢ Relationship between “knowledge”, “innovation” and the “(natural) environment”,
e Roadmap to “deploying close-to-market” products inside the biobased sector,

e The EU Circular Bioeconomy and its relationship with the KETs,
e The key elements of the Business Plan,

o Bioeconomy strategy overview,

e How to make an impressive pitch,

e Scaling up and access to pilot plant facilities’ costs and risks,

e Make my innovation scale-up bullet proof for investors.

Investment Readiness Training

¢ Practical overview of innovation and internationalisation support networks for bioeconomy
SMEs in EU,

e Why investor brand matters and how to make it work for you,

e Optimizing your access to capital: investors, grants, or crowdfunding.

3.2. Matchmaking, Connect & Nurture

A key principle for developing start-up ecosystems is to foster connections and growth of the
network between various actors. The matchmaking events area is an amazing tool to achieve the
above and create appropriate circumstances for innovation; thus, the BioeconomyVentures
project utilise events that have matchmaking services to bring together innovators, investors, and
corporations.

Expected benefits for BioeconomyVentures innovators

By participating in such opportunities, Innovators will be introduced to corporations and investors
all with the aim of kickstarting the structured discussions towards a potential synergy or an
investment.

Investors Matchmaking: mechanisms & tools

Innovators are directly affected by funding needs and product development. Matchmaking
processes at selected events are designed to ease their workload and take away the challenging
element of finding an investor that would specialize in bioeconomy and would be interested in the
specific technology a particular start-up is developing. Taking this into consideration, innovators

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 9
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are expected, if not already familiar, to have finished the provided training programme that will

prepare them for approaching investors and inviting them to face-to-face matchmaking sessions.

3.3. Future of Food Events

The main goal of Future of Food Programme events is to bring together relevant innovators,
investors, and corporations in order to provide the necessary visibility for innovators, as well as
to facilitate a fertile playground for matchmaking, and enable successful cooperation of all parties.
During the training programme, innovators will learn how to leverage these events to the
maximum. Selected innovators will also be invited to attend events beyond the 5-months of the
training programme.

The programme will provide a discounted access to different types of events, such as:

Flagship conference programmes: innovators can join events where experts from the particular
field share their expertise and experience (in the form of a keynote speech, fireside chat, or a
panel discussion), roundtable discussions, matchmaking with investors, and corporations, or
events and/or activities in line with the particular theme. When attending conferences in any
format innovators are creating valuable experiences, from networking to showcasing experiences.
Conference programmes are ideal places to connect with people through different streams of
exposure. In such a way innovators increase their chance of meeting investors directly associated
with their preferred area of expertise as well as increase their network in that domain.

Brokerage events and Side-events: Future of Food innovators participants are expected to
engage in side-events that support the execution of targeted objectives, concretely creating
exposure for deal-making. Diversifying attendance increases the success of the main objectives
of the project. This includes, but is not limited to:

e Training activities carried out using more traditional formats, e.g., lectures, workshops,
masterclasses, online Q&As, among others.

¢ Promotional activities within open events (e.g., meet-ups and roundtable sessions), or as
closed and more targeted events (e.g., networking over drinks, deals over dinner, boat
tours, etc.).

e Matchmaking activities offered at events both online and in-person.

Event pavilions and exhibition: Occupying physical space is of great importance as it allows
for value and cultural exchange that increase the credibility of the program. Regardless of the
form of delivery and presence (online vs in-person), this form of event participation creates
necessary visibility in terms of topic, goal, and methodology of innovators as the exhibition is
embedded in the need for human interaction. Innovators need fast and impactful exposure, and
by being physically present and directly showcasing their solutions and business design they
create a fertile ground for collaboration. Here innovators are able to practice skills learned in the
BVBIR program while gaining real-life momentum. Event pavilions and exhibitions are ideal places
to be unique and creative with promotional material, presentation, and soft skills, furthering the
networking and impact possibilities. Innovators are given a chance to present who they are as a
company without the added pressure of being on stage as presenters or panel discussants.

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 10
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4. Future of Food Challenges

One of the main pillars behind the BioeconomyVentures programme is the corporate innovation
programme. It is envisioned to support and kickstart corporate startup partnerships, synergies
and deals and is structured around corporate challenges. One of the main pillars behind the
BioeconomyVentures programme is the corporate innovation programme. It is envisioned to
support and kickstart corporate startup partnerships, synergies and deals and is structured around
corporate challenges. The Future of Food open call is looking for proposals which will solve the
corporate challenges with novel and innovative solutions, technology, business models and
expertise. The corporates and their challenges are coming from one of the identified bioeconomy
verticals:

e Agriculture

e Agritech & Foodtech (including Alternative Proteins)
e Aquaculture, Fishing & Algae

e Food, Feed and Ingredients

¢ Hemp and Cannabis

e Others (Packaging Innovation and viticulture)

Please note that all innovative solutions are expected to comply with current EU and
National laws and Regulations from the respective countries.

Furthermore, the open call strategy is established that it will allow applicants who are not targeting
the challenges to still apply. To this end, the open call for innovators strategy outlines that:

e around 70% of applicants accepted to the programme will target one of the defined
corporate challenges.

e around 30% of applicants will be accepted without the challenge focus. Their eligibility to
the programme will be their fit among the Future of Food verticals and ability to clearly
indicate a market problem and solve it with an innovative approach.

BioeconomyVentures consortium is looking forward to expanding its ecosystem of innovators and
corporations and providing additional value to the bioeconomy industry. To this end, we intend to
conduct additional corporate search based on the applications that are submitted without a
challenge.

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 11
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4.1. Key Challenge Application

Proposals shall involve one of the challenges indicated below. For more detailed information
regarding the corporate challenges please go to BioeconomyVentures Platform.

Table 1: Glanbia Challenges.

www.glanbia.ie

glanbia
0C1-Gl-01 Exploring alternatives to chemical pesticides (bio or other).
0C1-GI-02 Maintenance of soil fertility to ensure microbiome is healthy in the soil.
0C1-GI-03 Pest resistance in crops (cultivar selection) grain/feed crops.

Biobased plastics/other food packaging that meet EC food contact migration
0C1-Gl-04 standards and are effective barriers that do not adversely affect the shelf life
of the product.

Enhanced traceability of the supply chain e.g., cryptographic ledger (block-

0OC1-GI-05 . .
chain type approach) must be easy to implement.
Table 2: Single Use Challenge
© | .
SINGLE USE https://singleusealternatives.co.uk/about/
“ALTERNATIVES»
OC1-SA_1 Reusable, Biobased Takeaway.
Table 3: Nutribio Challenges
) Nutribio | hitpinutribio.ie/
OC1-NB_1 Biopolymer Feed Blocks.
OC1-NB_2 Feed additives for Nitrogen Use Efficiency.

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 12
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Table 4: Fede Challenge

https://www.fedepulverizadores.com/en/

OC1-FEDE_1 Incrgasmg Specialty Crop Farm Competitiveness with Precision AG Data
Services.

Table 5: EDPOL Challenges
2oL

Food & Innovation

www.edpolfood.com

Development of environmentally friendly technology for fixation packages

OC1-EDPOL_1
- sauces with a clean label.

OC1-EDPOL 2 Development of an effective method of acquiring clients in the food industry in
- B2B sector.

OC1-EDPOL 3 Development of an innovative product for the food industry in the convenience

food sector or under a private label.

Table 6: Bio-Planet Challenges

@

BIO-

planet

https://www.colruytgroup.com/en/our-brands/consumer-brands/bio-planet

Exploring new natural key ingredients in the development of meat, fish & dairy

ocl-8p_1 mimics (e.g., binding agents, texturizers, colorants).
0OC1-BP_2 Innovative natural sweetened retail products.
Table 7: Innovin Challenges
|nnovm www.innovin.fr
0C1-V 1 Innovative solutions to predict, fight against climate hazards & prevent crop

loss.

)
RR| %Bio based Industries m?ﬁ,’fu fmion Funding
U for Re I i
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OC1-lv_2 Innovative ways to reduce chemical inputs in the wine industry.
OC1-1v_3 Novel and innovative solutions for soil maintenance.

Table 8: Ter Beke Challenges.

https://www.terbeke.be/en
terbeke
0OC1-TB-01 How to expand business through new channels
0OC1-TB-02 Personalisation in the Food industry
OC1-TB-03 Development of vegetarian and vegan product portfolio
OC1-TB-04 Valorisation of food waste losses during production
Table 9: Confidential Company Challenges
OC1-CONFI_1 Innovative solution for production of biscuit-based milkshake
OCL-CONFI 2 Biobased packaging for a healthy biscuit that meet EC food contact migration
- standards that does not affect the shelf life of the product.
Exploring new services and innovation solutions that will boost the exports and
OC1-CONFI_3 . . . .
- international sales of hard buiscuit

4.2. Open Application

If the applicant decides not to tackle one of the proposed challenges, they must submit a
proposal that targets one of the sub-categories of the Future of Food Programme

mentioned above.

Furthermore, the applicants must present a clear product or innovative

solution and how it addresses the problem in the identified market.

Depending on the outcome and the quality of applications received within the Future of Food
Open Call, BioeconomyVentures consortium reserves the right to adjust the challenge and
challenge-less threshold criteria.

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 14
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5. Eligibility Criteria

The following eligibility criteria apply to the Bioeconomy Ventures programme:
1. Applicant

o Applicants must be registered in the BioeconomyVentures Platform.

e Applicants can be natural person or legally established SMEs/Start-ups (following
Commission Recommendation of 6 May 2003 concerning the definition of micro, small
and medium-sized enterprises").

e Applicants must be based in European Union countries or H2020-associated
countries.

2. Sector fit

¢ The applicants should have a main product targeting one of the domains indicated in
the call they are applying to.

¢ The applicant should have a product/solution clearly answering one challenge listed
in the open call they are applying to / or in case of applying without a challenge that
they indicate a clear market challenge within one of the domains of Future of Food.

e The applicant’s primary product or service must present a scalable bioeconomy
innovative solution/ or innovation.

3. Motivation
e The applicant must be interested in cross-border collaboration.

e The applicants commit to participating in the Bioeconomy programme, including
training, matchmaking, and promotional services.

4. Team

e The applicant's team members must demonstrate technical and business
competence.

¢ Atleast one person from the applicant’s team has confirmed availability to participate
in the entire programme.

5. Prior BioeconomyVentures applicant status

e Each applicant may submit only one (1) application form for each
BioeconomyVentures open call. Multiple submissions per call is a disqualification
factor.

¢ An applicant may resubmit its application for subsequent open calls if the original
application was unsuccessful.

e Applicants may participate in a maximum of one (1) accepted programme
participation.

' Notified under document number C (2003) 1422, http://data.europa.eu/eli/reco/2003/361/0j

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 15
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6. Preparation and submission of proposals

The following chapter shows all the relevant information for a successful application to
BioeconomyVentures open call for Future of Food.

6.1. Open Call Publication
The open call for Future of Food will be opened from 24" May to 26" July 2022 at 17h pm CEST
(Brussels time).
Each applicant will have the following documentation to support their application:
¢ Future of Food Guidelines for Applicants, this document.

e Annex 1: Innovators Application Form, which provides an overview of the Future of
Food application form. The form may be adapted for the subsequent open calls.

e Annex 2: Commitment Agreement Template, which provides a template of the
commitment agreement that the successful applicants will be required to sign.

e Frequently Asked Questions & answers published at the community feed
(https://www.f6s.com/bioeconomyventures-oc1-innovators/discuss). There is also a FAQ
page in the BioeconomyVentures website which applicants can consult; this page will be
updated accordingly.

Applicants are expected to provide complete, accurate data and contact details.

6.2. Applicants Registration

Interested applicants should register at BioeconomyVentures Platform and create an Innovator
Profile. Once the registration is completed the applicant will receive a personal code. This is a
mandatory step.

Interested applicants must also register at F6S (www.f6s.com), to be able to access the
BioeconomyVentures Future of Food F6S page (https://www.f6s.com/bioeconomyventures-oc1-
innovators/apply) This will be the central interface for managing the applications.

The F6S platform is the sole entry point for all application submissions to the
BioeconomyVentures programme. Submissions received by any other channel will be
automatically discarded.

6.3. Application Preparation

Applicants should follow the steps listed below:

e For the application preparation, applicants must be registered on the
BioeconomyVentures Platform (with no exception):
https://platform.bioeconomyventures.eu/

R';?m Sypio based Industries < [— Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 16
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e For the application preparation, applicants need to be registered on F6S and are

requested to apply online and answer all mandatory questions (with no exception):
https://www.f6s.com/bioeconomyventures-oc1-innovators/apply

e Applicants are required to apply their personal code in the application form, received upon
concluded the Innovators Profile.

¢ English is the official language for BioeconomyVentures open calls. Submissions done in
any other language will not be evaluated.

e Applicants that do not accept the terms and conditions located in the application form
which state that they are willing to participate in the programme and that information
contained within this application form has been reported truthfully will not be eligible.

e Be concrete and concise. Questions have characters limitation. Please examine the
guidelines and attend the various online and physical events promoted by
BioeconomyVentures (https://www.bioeconomyventures.eu/events/).

¢ |f the applicant discovers an error in the application, and provided the call deadline has
not passed, the applicant may request the F6S BioeconomyVentures team to re-open the
application (for this purpose, please contact us). However, BioeconomyVentures is not
committed that resubmission in time will be feasible in case the request for
resubmission is not received by the F6S BioeconomyVentures team at least 48
hours before the call deadline.

It is strongly recommended not to wait until the last minute to submit the application.
Failure of the application to arrive in time for any reason, including network
communications delays or working from multiple browsers or multiple browser windows,
is not acceptable as an extenuating circumstance. The time of receipt of the application as
recorded by the submission system will be definitive.

6.4. Application Reception

Submissions will be done ONLY via the F6S platform on
https://www.f6s.com/bioeconomyventures-oc1-innovators/apply. A full list of applicants will be
drafted containing their basic information for statistical purposes and clarity (which will also be
shared with EC for transparency).

The application reception will close on 26" July 2022, at 17h pm CEST (Brussels Time). There
will not be any deadline extensions unless a major problem caused by the F6S platform and not
by the proposers, makes the system unavailable.

RS?W Sy Bio based Industres m;:;g;;mm@ Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 17
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7. Open Call Evaluation Process

The Future of Food open call is going to be assessed by all BioeconomyVentures consortium
partners. Each partner will appoint two persons to integrate the Internal Evaluation Board, which
will be chaired by F6S. The Chair partner will be responsible for managing the evaluation process.
The Internal Evaluation Board will be divided into four groups that will focusing the applications
assessment based on the different product maturity stage. In order to achieve the best evaluation
results, each application received will be assess by 3 people. The evaluation process is
envisioned to take up to 1 month.

7.1. Check of Proposal Eligibility

Before assigning internal evaluators, each proposal eligibility is verified by the consortium.
Important eligibility criteria to discard non-eligible proposals will be applied. The eligibility criteria
check will verify:

e Innovators based in Member States or H2020 Associated Countries.
¢ Validation of the BV Platform registration code (mandatory).

e The Application is finalized in F6S platform.

e The application is written in the English Language.

¢ The absence of multiple applications from the same Innovator under the Future of Food
call.

e |If the Innovator is committed to participate in the full Future of Food programme. If the
participant does not confirm commitment, the application is ineligible.

After processing all applications, F6S will classify as ineligible the ones not complying to all
eligibility criteria. The respective applicants will be notified in the F6S platform about their
ineligibility.

The eligible applications will be evaluated in the next stage of the process.

7.2. Internal Evaluation

The BioeconomyVentures consortium will evaluate applications in four criteria, scoring each on a
scale from 1 to 10. Each application will then have a final score from 0 to 40. Table 2 presents
the details on the evaluation criteria.
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Table 10: Evaluation Criteria.

Justification

Questions

Fit to programme

Purposel/vision

1-10

1-10

Insight into the applicant’'s motive,
future engagement, and how they
wish to benefit from the programme.
This criterion also assesses how the
application fits one of the specific
challenges of the call.

Ensuring the applicant is committed
to a wider bioeconomy responsibility
and has a clear vision supported by
well-defined customer segments and
markets. In addition, this criterion
assesses if the applicant is taking
steps to financially support its vision.

What are your
investment needs and
plans?

What issues do you
face as a company and
how will the
BioeconomyVentures
programme and
services benefit you?

Cleary present how
your solution will
answer the challenge
chosen and contribute
to the corporate vision /
or to the challenge
seen in the market?

In which
BioeconomyVentures
services are you
interested in?

What’s your company's
5-year plan?

Who is your customer
and what is your target
market?

BRI, Qbs

io-based Industries
Consortium
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Justification

Questions

Unique Selling 1-10 Assessing the existence of an What traction have you
Point innovative and high-quality =achieved until now?
product/solution, and the Have you secured
commitment of the applicant to take it = financial investments
to the market. The questions provide already? (If so, please
details on the product's maturity, specify the round and
intellectual property protection and amount.)
associated business model. , :
Briefly describe your
main product or
solution. What are its
unique selling points?
What technology(ies)
do you use? How does
it stand out from
competitors?
At what stage is your
main product?
What is your business
model?
Please elaborate on
your business model.
Team 1-10  Information into the applicant’s skills, | Describe your core
quality, and history, demonstrating an team’s background and
alignment with Bioeconomy skills, = expertise.
services and training.
7.3. Communication of Results and Onboarding

All applicants will receive evaluation results within four weeks of the open call deadline, including
the score per criterion and overall score of their application. The feedback will also indicate if the
application is selected to join the BioeconomyVentures Programme.

The selected applicants will be invited to sign a Commitment Agreement with
BioeconomyVentures represented by the Project Coordinator IBF (see Annex 2: Commitment
Agreement Template), confirming their investment in the programme.

Once all Commitment Agreements are signed, F6S will organise an onboarding webinar to kick-
off the BioeconomyVentures Programme.
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7.4. Redress Process

Within 3 working days of the delivery of a rejection letter considering the proposal as non-eligible
or the CER, a proposer may submit a request for redress if s/he believes the results of the
eligibility checks have not been correctly applied, or if s/he feels that there has been a shortcoming
in the way his/her proposal has been evaluated that may affect the final decision on whether to
enter the Call for Future of Food or not.

In that case, an internal review committee of the BioeconomyVentures consortium will examine
the request for redress. The committee's role is to ensure a coherent interpretation of such
requests, and equal treatment of applicants.

Requests must be:
o Related to the evaluation process or eligibility checks,
e Clearly describe the complaint,

e Received within the time limit (3 working days) from the reception of a rejection letter
considering the proposal as non-eligible or the CER,

e Sent by the SME legal representative that has also submitted the proposal.

The committee will review the complaint and will recommend an appropriate course of action. If
there is clear evidence of a shortcoming that could affect the eventual funding decision, it is
possible that all or part of the application will be re-evaluated.

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 21
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8. Contacts

The BioeconomyVentures consortium will provide information to the applicants only via the F6S
blog, so that the information (question and answer), will be visible to all participants.

No binding information will be provided via any other means (e.g., telephone or email).

More info at: https://platform.bioeconomyventures.eu/opencalls-innovators/

Register at: https://platform.bioeconomyventures.eu/

Apply via: https://www.f6s.com/bioeconomyventures-oc1-innovators/apply

F6S support team: support@f6s.com

Online Q&A: https://www.f6s.com/bioeconomyventures-oc1-innovators/discuss

BioeconomyVentures support team: catarina@f6s.com & aleksandar@f6s.com

Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 22
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Annex 1: Innovators Application Form
Company profile

Company name. Please let us know how you want to be referred to in the programme? *

Post here the code received after your registration in the BV Platform. *

If you are not registered yet, you can quickly do so by following this link - platform.biceconomyventures.eu/

If you can't find it, it's your personal login details

3 Areyou representing a legally-registered organisation? *

The natural persons (individuals) are also eligible to apply.

Yes we are legally registered organization
No we are not legally registered organization

In which country are you based? *

Applicants must be based in European Union countries or H2020-associated countries. UK-based startups are eligible.

Select One =

In which stage is your company? *
Seed stage is the proof-of-concept stage in which a business idea is tested for its viability.
Growing stage is a stage of the company life cycle where product sales, revenues and profits begin to grow as the product becomes more
popular and accepted in the market.
Scaling stage is about deploying your product/service and business models and managing your organization in a way that rapidly scales in
order to generate consistent revenue growth.

Seed (Early stage)

Growing
Scaling

What issues do you face as a company and how will the BioeconomyVentures programme and
services benefit you? *

European Union Funding
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Product/Solution

7 Please select the domain of your solution in BioeconomyVentures Open Call 1 Future of Food? *
Select One =
2 What corporate challenge are you interested in? *
One of the main pillars of BioeconomyVentures is corporate > startup partnerships based on corporate challenges. With this in mind,
innovators are asked to apply to one of the challenges listed/indicate do they fit any other similar challenge. We are also leaving room for
applicants to apply without a challenge, however, it is important to note that out of all selected applicants, around 70% will be them will be
the ones that are targetting one of the listed challenges.
Select One »
o Briefly describe the solution you are applying with. What are its unique selling points? What
technology(ies) do you use? How does it stand out from competitors'? *
10 Cleary present how your solution will answer the challenge chosen and contribute to the corporate
vision? *
In case you are applying without a challenge, please present your solution and how you are addressing the problem in the market you have
identified.
1000
11 At what stage is your solution? *
TRL - Technology Readiness Level
MRL - Market Readiness Level
SRL -Social Readiness Level
Select One «
12 Who is your customer and what is your target market? *
400
Company Strategy

12 What traction have you achieved until now? Have you secured financial investments already? (If so

please specify the round and amount.) *

Given your company status level, please elaborate on the traction achieved: Revenue, customers, products, markets entered,
incubation/acceleration programmes attended.

Not having raised funding will not decrease your chances to be accepted to the programme. BioeconomyVentures is an investor
matchmaking oriented programme and early-stage startups are welcome.

Consortium for Research & Innovation
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14 What's your company's 5-year plan? *

Please provide a brief strategic development plan year by year.

15 What are your investment needs and plans? *

The answer will help us craft your company portfolio one-pager and help us in the investor-matchmaking process.

16 What is your business model? *

Select One =

17 Please elaborate on your business model. *

Team

12 Describe your core team'’s background and expertise. *

19 Identify the name of the key person to be involved in the BV Programme. *

BioEconomy Ventures requires participation of up to 2 team members in the programme, as follows: i. founder/ C-level (mandatory); ii.
founder / C-level / business development / marketing (optional).

20 Please provide us with an email for the key representative *

21

Please provide us with the contact number of the key representative

22 |ldentify the name of a second representative to be involved in the BV Programme

BEJU Qoaao.based ndustries [l Snm e Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 25
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23 Please provide us with an email of the second representative

Bioeconomy Ventures Programme

24 In which BioeconomyVentures services are you interested? *
Training Webinars and Modules Exposition at events Investor Matchmaking

Corporate Matchmaking Mentorship BV Networking Platform

25 Are there any corporations outside of our Programme with whom you would like to be introduced to
and explore synergies with Please indicate the organisations' names if possible. *

100

26 How did you hear about this programme? *

Select One =

27 If accepted, | commit to participate in the full programme. *

Includes participation in the group webinars, matchmaking sessions, and in-person events

Yes

22 F6S may share the submitted data with Bioeconomy Ventures consortium subject to the terms of this
agreement. *
| agree

Are you done? Click below to finalize

CONNECT WITH BIOECONOMY VENTURES

BEJU %Biubased Industries -::,"',’:e";‘}f"o funding PI'OjeCt - Grant Agreement n° 101 023260 26

Consortium KRS for Research & Innovation



bioeconomy
ventures

Future of Food Guidelines for Applicants
10. Annex 2: Commitment Agreement Template

BioeconomyVentures project - Commitment Agreement
(including a declaration of honour on exclusion criteria and

absence of conflict of interest)

The undersigned [insert name of the signatory of this form] representing the following legal person:

Full official name:

Official legal form:

Full official address:

VAT registration number:

1.

Certifies that [the above-mentioned legal]:

is committed to participate in the above-mentioned project and the different activities described
in the programme timeline;

has stable and sufficient sources of funding to maintain its activity throughout its participation in
the above-mentioned project and to provide any counterpart funding necessary;

has or will have the necessary resources as and when needed to carry out its involvement in the
above-mentioned project. In light of the current COVID-19 situation and existing/possible travel
bans, and considering BioeconomyVentures priority of putting safety of all stakeholders involved
first, the project will present a Plan B for participants to join the “face-to-face activities” when
needed;

acknowledges that BioeconomyVentures only uses information shared by the applicant for the
purposes of the project and all rights (including Intellectual Property Rights) are kept exclusively
by the applicant. BioeconomyVentures will not disclose any information to any third parties not
directly involved in BioeconomyVentures activities that the company is taking part in;

agrees that BioeconomyVentures has the right to use the applicant’s image and profile, and that
of their team joining the activities, strictly for portfolio management, dissemination activities,
media publications and reporting to the EC, as well as to inform of future events and activities,
strictly related to BioeconomyVentures project and within the scope of the support services;

will provide feedback and testimonials of their participation by answering the
BioeconomyVentures feedback and impact assessment forms in the timeline set by the
BioeconomyVentures team (typically seven days), and sharing the experience during the
programme by engaging on social media and participating in possible written/video interviews;

will not (the applicant and their team) do anything to bring the BioeconomyVentures project into
dispute;

, \§piobased industres m;g;;;fmﬂm Project - Grant Agreement n° 101023260 27



bioeconomy
ventures
Future of Food Guidelines for Applicants
o acknowledges that BioeconomyVentures does not accept liability for the loss or damage of any

personal items.

2. Declares that [the above-mentioned legal] is not in one of the following situations:

it is bankrupt or being wound up, is having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered into
an arrangement with creditors, has suspended business activities, is the subject of proceedings
concerning those matters, or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure
provided for in national legislation or regulations;

it or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over it have been
convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by a judgment which has the force
of res judicata;

it has been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which the contracting
authority can justify including by decisions of the European Investment Bank and international
organizations;

it is not in compliance with its obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions
or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which it is
established or with those of the country of the contracting authority or those of the country where
the contract is to be performed;

it or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over it has been the
subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption, involvement in a
criminal organization or any other illegal activity, where such illegal activity is detrimental to the
Union’s financial interests;

is subject to an administrative penalty for being guilty of misrepresenting the information
required by the contracting authority as a condition of participation in a grant award procedure
or another procurement procedure or failing to supply this information, or having been declared
to be in serious breach of its obligations under contracts or grants covered by the Union's budget.

3. Declares that [the above-mentioned legal].

a.

b.

C.

is not subject to a conflict of interest;

has not made false declarations in supplying the information required by the European
Commission as a condition of participation in the BioeconomyVenture open call and programme,
or does not fail to supply this information;

is not in one of the situations of exclusion, referred to in the above-mentioned points a) to f).

4. By signing this document, | declare that:

a.

b.

| hereby declare that | am authorised to represent the above-mentioned applicant;

| and the above applicant, that | legally represent, are aware and fully accept all conditions and
rules of the BioeconomyVenture project and will fully respect any evaluation decision and
proposal selection under BioeconomyVenture open call;
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c. | am aware that if | fail to comply with any of the terms listed above, my participation in the

BioeconomyVenture project activities could be denied.

Qualified Digital Signature
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